A case for diagnoses.
It is common practice to record treatment rendered, but not the diagnostic basis for these treatment decisions. This practice appears to undervalue diagnosis, as well as hamper feedback to practitioners and the profession about the effectiveness of treatments relative to specific diagnoses. It also leaves dentists open to liability for litigation and impedes research. A case is made that dentistry should follow medicine in exploring the use of standardized computer-codable diagnoses as part of record keeping. A two-step process is suggested to promote initial acceptance.